Alfred Vail Home & School Association
General Meeting Minutes
January 10, 2012

Call to order 9:40 am
Motion by: Susan Chong

First:
Second:

Kathleen Kalaher Humbert
Lauren Hassan

Approval of November Minutes

First:
Second:

Kathleen Kalaher Humbert
Lauren Hassan

Principals Update: Mrs. Janet Kellman

The tree planted and dedicated to Dr. Barber has died. Plans are being made to replace it and possibly do
another dedication ceremony.

The December School Spirit Assembly was postponed and held on Jan. 4 due to absences. The January
assembly will be held on Jan. 27 as originally scheduled. The School Spirit Assembly acknowledges
“Students of the Month”” who get to do the “Cha Cha Slide” on stage. Children who have received
“Random Acts of Kindness” certificates get to march around the auditorium and be acknowledged on stage.
The hope is that every child will be acknowledged up on stage at some point. This ties in with the anti-
bullying curriculum being implemented at Alfred Vail.

On Jan. 1%, the School Climate Committee met. The committee is required to meet 2 times per year.
Alfred Vail’s committee is scheduled to meet 3 or possibly 4 times. The goal of the meeting is to assess
how to proceed with the anti-bullying measures put into place, how these measures are being received, and
what more can be done to encourage students to be proactive.

On Jan. 18 at 9:45 at Normandy Park, there will be a Kindergarten Overview. This will be a discussion of
the different Kindergarten options parents have in the district. There will be one as well on Jan. 25 here at
Alfred Vail.

On Jan. 20, Cultural Arts has scheduled “Generation Tap” to present to the students.

Jan. 26" from 9:30-10:30am will be the Kindergarten Visitation where parent/guardians of incoming
Kindergarteners can take a tour of the building to help them make a decision about where they’d like their
children to attend.

The Lap Reading kick-off meeting will take place today after the HSA meeting with Mrs. Beeck.

Feb. 1, 8, 15, & 22 will be Kindergarten Registration at Lafayette Learning Center. Please check the district
website for the exact schedule.

The Bully Busting Lessons has been placed on the website. Parents are requested to review the curriculum
and use the same terminology with their children at home.

Thank you to Susan Chong and Michelle Rosenfeld for introducing the Indoor Recess Program to Alfred
Vail. Thank you to Sherry Nardolillo for taking on the huge task of planning and organizing it.

Thank you to the HSA for donating a color printer to be used exclusively for printing photographs of the
Students of the Month.

Presidents: Susan Chong and Michelle Rosenfeld

Update from Presidents Council Meeting where Dr. Ficarra, Superintendant of Schools, updates the
presidents :

1. Project Graduation for Morristown High School: The HSA donates a gift basket towards a raffle at
the Project Graduation Fashion Show taking place on March 29" at the Birchwood manor. All are
encouraged to attend. All monies raised go towards the funding of Project Graduation.

2. Decades of Excellence Family Fun Festival: This event celebrates the 40 year anniversary of the
merging of Morristown and Morris Township into one school district. The district is looking for
volunteers to be part of a planning committee to help plan this event. If not enough volunteers are
found, the event may be cancelled. Please consider volunteering.



3.

Morristown’s Got Talent is on Wednesday, Feb. 29. Proceeds go towards the Morristown
Educational Foundation.

o “Sports Day” will be in February. Children can wear their own sports team shirts or the shirts of their
favorite team.

e Indoor Recess Program: Sherry Nardolillo updated.

1.

2.

Thank you to those who have volunteered and thank you to Mr. Sparano for his ideas, feedback,
and support.

The first few indoor recesses have taken place in the gym for 1% and 2" graders and in the
auditorium for kindergarteners. Indoor recess allows the children to get out their energy in lieu of
watching movies as has been done previously. While the first few sessions have gone very
smoothly, we are continuing to make improvements.

It always helps to have more people around at recess. Alfred Vail has wonderful aides whose first
priority is to keep our children safe. But, having more people around lends opportunity to see
more. This includes random acts of kindness. Many children’s good deeds have probably gone
unnoticed. Parent volunteers at indoor recess are encouraged to point out and report acts of
kindness if they witness them.

Special Presentation: Jack Ferrante — Alfred Vail School Media Specialist

o (Please see attached handouts for technology information presented by Mr. Ferrante)
e Additional topics discussed:

1.

2.

Some of the new technology additions to the school from the district include: 12 new Imac
computers, 10 new Ibook laptops, and 10 new Ipads.

Parent question regarding Everyday Math Online — has the login information changed from last
year?
a. It should be the same. Please try last year’s login. If it doesn’t work, please contact your
child’s homeroom teacher.

How much time should children be spending on Rosetta Stone?

a. The needed time varies for each child. The children are doing Rosetta Stone once a week
during a designated period but every classroom teacher is encouraged to allow time for
children to access Rosetta Stone periodically on the classroom computers. When a child
achieves between 75% and 85% proficiency on a lesson, Rosetta Stone allows them to
continue to the next lesson.

b. Parents are encouraged to have their children use Rosetta Stone at home periodically.

Mr. Ferrante is currently working with Ms. LaVigna, Mrs. Kaeli, & Mrs. Heimbach to infuse
technology into their classrooms. The goal is for these teachers to become proficient in infusing
technology and become disseminators of information, thus encouraging other teachers to use the
available technologies in their classrooms. Mr. Ferrante will be working with different teachers
several months at a time to help them gain proficiency in the available technology.

The children are using MACs in computer class but many of the classrooms still have PCs. All of
the online information is web based, so any computer can access the information.

The 2™ grade enrichment program, with the use of MAC computers, will be creating charts with
Microsoft Excel.

Mrs. Kellman pointed out that Mr. Ferrante is extremely proficient in technology. Mr. Ferrante has
the ability to implement the new technology available to Alfred Vail. He is also able to
troubleshoot as needed. He is currently working on a troubleshooting manual that will help faculty
become more independent with the available technology.

Parent question: How do you feel about children using a Kindle or e-readers?

a. Mr. Ferrante pointed out that technology seems to be moving in the direction of app based
e-readers which is why Ipads have been introduced. The more access children have to
them the better. But, keep in mind what is age appropriate. It may not be appropriate for
K-2. Mrs. Kellman pointed out that children K-2 should be using books. She
recommended a book called “It’s a Book™, which discusses the use of technology to read
vs. the merits of experiencing a traditional book.



Treasurer: Glenn Kirsinger

e Revenues are lighter this year than in the previous year. The hope is that the Spring fundraisers will make
up for that difference.

o Not as much has been received from the Matching Program as has been in previous years. Please consider
using your companies matching program if making a donation. Many of the company matching programs
can be done easily online.

Committees: Kris Halasz and Randi Unger

e Thank you to Nicole Harris-Wilson and her team for the wonderful holiday decorations enjoyed at the
Winter Concert.

e Lap Reading: Lauren Hassan mentioned that we have the needed volunteers but could use more substitutes.

e Volunteers are needed to help or chair the following 2™ grade programs: Book Club, Publishing, and
Picnic.

e Teacher Appreciation will take place on Feb. 9. Please keep an eye out for the flier requesting volunteers
and contributions of items.

e Volunteers are needed to matte art work for the art fair coming in late March. Portfolios can be picked up in
the art room. VVolunteers can matte artwork at home at their convenience and return when completed.

Fundraising: Holly Brough

e Thank you to Dawn Mullins for chairing the Gertrude Hawk fundraiser. Our actual profit was about $1300.
There will be another session of the Gertrude Hawk fundraiser in the Spring. We are hoping to surpass last
year’s sales with the Spring session.

e The SaveAround coupon books fundraiser was not as successful as hoped. Parents suggested other
fundraising options including setting up a School Spirit table at the Walk-a-Thon or other tables with fund
raising options parents can select from. All suggestions are welcome. Please feel free to email Holly
Brough with any suggestions.

e Thank you to Rachel Ritter for chairing the Labels for Education fundraiser.
e Thank you to Brigid Prachthauser for chairing Box Tops.
e The book fair will be held during the last week of March.

e With the scholastic dollars earned from previous book sales, the HSA will be donating smart boards to
Alfred Vail.

Secretary & Garden Chair: Christine Sicat

o Weekly updates go out every Sunday evening with the exception of holidays. Those who have inquired
about not receiving those emails should first check their junk mail. If not found, please email
alfredvailhsa@gmail.com to make sure that their email address is in the HSA email directory.

e Planting seedlings will begin in the 1* grade classes. Volunteers are needed to come to the classrooms to
garden with the children. The 1% graders will be planting vegetables in January. The 2™ graders will be
planting flowers and herbs in February. And, the kindergarten classes will be raising butterflies.

Other Business - Parent Questions:

o For large events such as the winter concerts where parking is limited, how can attendees be made aware
that they can park in the field?

o The decision to open the field for parking can only be made last minute due to assessment of field
conditions, such as on a rainy day. This would not lend enough time to place information on event
fliers. One option is to create signs to be used the day of the event, making parents aware whether
or not field parking will be allowed. This will be explored.


mailto:alfredvailhsa@gmail.com

Meeting adjourned at 10:54 am

Attendees: Mrs. Kellman, Susan Chong, Michelle Rosenfeld, Glenn Kirsinger, Kris Halasz, Randi Unger, Holly
Brough, Christine Sicat, Lauren Hassan, Kathleen Kalaher Humbert, Rachel Ritter, Robyn Beh, Mary Gray, Sheila
Delson, Jean Gan, Sherry Nardolillo, Mary Myers, Olyoma Ekezie-Francis.

Respectfully submitted,

Christine Sicat












Rosetta Stone

Username: (Your Student ID)

Password: morris



Everyday Math Online

% Everyday Math - Login

Everyda
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Login Help
Activate your account
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Login can be acquired from homeroom teacher.

Site aligns with what is being done in the math classroom.



Alfred Vail Computer Classes Blog Site — Follow along with what is happening in computer class.

Click n” Go. Find online activities for your student. Updated Weekly.
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Kindergarten

More Phonics

First Grade

More Phonics

Second Grade
Write a Letter
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