Alfred Vail Home and School Association

General Meeting Minutes
June 7, 2011
Call to order 
10:10 am
Motion by: 
Tamara Haynie
First:

Robyn Beh
Second: 

Michelle Rosenfeld
Approval of May Minutes

First: 

Robyn Beh
Second: 

Michelle Rosenfeld
Principals Update:  Mrs. Kellman
· On June 2nd, there was a “Coins for a Cause” ceremony in which raised monies were presented to the recipient.  A child from Mrs. Roehrer’s Kindergarten class was selected through a lottery to represent Alfred Vail at the ceremony.
· Kindergarten Orientation went well.  Parent feedback from the previous year’s orientation was taken into consideration when planning this year’s event.  Feedback is always welcome.

· 2nd Grade Orientation at Sussex was on June 6th.

· Butterflies Fly Free Day was on June 6th.  It was a joyous event enjoyed by children, staff, and parents.  The plan is to make this event an Alfred Vail yearly tradition. 

· There will be a Queen Nur assembly this afternoon about African folk tales and stories.
· Field Day will be tomorrow, June 8th.  Thank you to Francesca Fahmy and the parent chairs (Janine Chilson and Emily Brown) for all their hard work.  Knowing that tomorrow will be a very hot day, please know that the children’s welfare in the heat will be taken very seriously.  Water will be available for hydration and several water stations/activities have been planned to help keep the children cool.  Staff  members use their best judgment in monitoring children at all times.
· Family Fun Night will be tomorrow night, June 8th. 
· The Morris Educational Foundation (MEF) will be having a meeting on June 8th.  Mrs. Whitcomb along with 2 of her students will be doing a presentation about the grant awarded to her by the MEF.  

· June 10th is Mrs. Harris-King’s play.

· June 13th is Pajama Day.
· June 14th is Parent Orientation at Sussex at 7:00pm.

· June 15th is the 1st grade picnic

· June 16th is “Dental Day”.

· June 17th is Miss Black’s play.

· There will also be end of year parties.  Some of the classes will be pairing up.

· June 21st, 22nd, & 23rd are all half days.  June 23rd is the last day of school.

· Many questions have been asked about the whereabouts of Mr. Torres.  Mr. Torres has taken a leave of absence.  Please be aware that his leave of absence has nothing to do with any type of inappropriate behavior towards our children.  Mr. Torres is a wonderful gym teacher and would be welcome at Alfred Vail should he return.
Presidents Report:  Tamara Haynie and Dawn Vail
· Thank you to Glenn Kirsinger and Francesca Fahmy for all their help during Kindergarten Orientation.
· The HSA is ordering 2 picnic tables for the garden.
· The air conditioner is finally being installed in the book room.  This was purchased by the HSA to help preserve the books in the book room.

Committees: Francesca Fahmy and Dawn Mullins
· Thank you to Beatriz Bueno for doing a fantastic job with the 2nd grade yearbook.  Thank you to Beatriz also for her wonderful work chairing Cultural Arts.
· Thank you to Mrs. Jacobs, Mrs. Janeway, and Mrs. Sebiri for all their hard work organizing the 2nd grade picnic last week.
· 2nd grade book club has ended.  Thank you to all the parent volunteers.
· 2nd grade book publishing is ongoing.
· We are looking for a decorating chair.  Responsibilities include decorating the HSA Bulletin Board once a month, updating the calendar.  The decorating chair also hangs minimal decorations during holidays.  This is a volunteer position that does not require much of a time commitment.
Fundraising: Lisa Feeney and Karen Scott
· Thank you to Jen Franz for chairing the Café at Family Fun Night.
· Thank you to Randi Unger, Lindsay Nunn, and Nicole Harris-Wilson for organizing the Basket Raffle.  Tickets can still be purchased at Family Fun Night.
Secretary: Christine Sicat

· Weekly updates will be sent out through the end of school.  The only e-blasts that may go out through the summer may be regarding the garden.

· For parents whose children will be leaving Alfred Vail, if you would like to be removed from the HSA email list, please email alfredvailhsa@gmail.com to let us know. 
Other Business: 
· Thank you to those who volunteered to take care of the gardens during the summer.  Many people have signed up through the online sign-up sheet.  For those who prefer a written sign-up, one is available at today’s meeting and will be placed in the main office.
Approval of Proposed 2011/2012 HSA Budget
Motion by: 
Glenn Kirsinger
First:

Robyn Beh

Second: 
Holly Brough

Final Remarks
· Mrs. Kellman thanked the Board for their support throughout the year during her first year as Principal of Alfred Vail.  She thanked them not only for their involvement in events and fundraising, but for their support on the academic side as well.  She thanked the HSA for their donations which help to support the academic vision she has for the school that will benefit all of our children.  
· Tamara Haynie and Dawn Vail reflected on the past 2 years as HSA presidents and previous years as board members.  They expressed their gratitude working with the board and all the dedicated volunteers of Alfred Vail.  Dawn and Tamara “passed on” the gavel given to them by the HSA president before them.  They presented and passed it on to the incoming HSA presidents, Susan Chong and Michelle Rosenfeld.
Meeting adjourned at 10:34am 
Attendees:   Mrs. Kellman, Tamara Haynie, Dawn Vail, Glenn Kirsinger, Karen Scott, Lisa Feeney, Francesca Fahmy, Dawn Mullins, Christine Sicat, Susan Chong, Michelle Rosenfeld, Robyn Beh, Leslie Sprout, Beatriz Bueno, Holly Brough, and Jean Gan.
Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Sicat
